
 
SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL MEETING                                                NOVEMBER 17, 2008 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Mayor Heron with the following roll call: 
Members Present: Ald. Hoy, Ald. Voss, Ald. Nitschke, Ald. Moede, Ald. Smith, Ald. Pasbrig 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Mayor Heron, Kathie Wild, Don Rahn, Vern Hilker, Bill Linzenmeyer, Chris 

Macneill, Sally Kahlhamer, Ryan Stietly, Rhonda Klemme, AJ Klemme, Kelly 
Mauer, Rose Mauer, Tom Lust, Carla Hagen, Rick Billings, Lisa Billings, Jeff 
Schellpfeffer, Rachel Pokorny, Sue Smith, Marje Sertich, June Linzenmeyer, 
Wendy Metke, Kyle Parish, Lee Breitkreutz, Andy Nelson, Sharon Chmielewski, 
Judy Bauer, Lara Nothem, Ryan Vossekuil, Trinette Kososki, Karen Reed, Chloe 
Reed, Dennis Hockers, Nate Klapoetke, Tom Schuessler, Walter Luebke 

 
Resolution 4269-2008 – (Resolution to Approve the 2009 City Budget and Set the 2008 Tax Mill 

Rate for the City of Mayville) 
The Mayor explained that the numbers for the proposed 2009 budget are different than what was 
published in the paper.  Don Rahn from Virchow and Krause explained the four significant changes which 
included removing $10,500 for the room tax, a $30,000 increase in insurance costs, updating the assessed 
value with the final number that we received, and changing the property tax level to be up to date with the 
levy limits that are set by the state (a $86,000 increase).  Don explained that the state regulates how much 
can be levied and that the current levy limit is 2%.    
 
The Mayor commented on the wheel tax and feels it should be a last resort tax.  We are taxed enough.  He 
respects the motives however he doesn’t want the tax.  Ald. Smith explained that he introduced the wheel 
tax because he is concerned that we are not going to have enough money to purchase salt this winter.  The 
price of salt is $147/ton and we have only purchased one third the amount of salt we had last year.  We 
are budgeting for much less salt this year.  He explained that the tax can only be used for transportation 
purposes and it is easy to maintain and is efficient.  He likes the tax because it will spread the cost to the 
people who are beneficiaries to our roads.  Ald. Pasbrig also spoke in favor of the wheel tax.  He 
explained that of the $10.00 wheel tax $9.90 comes back to the city.  We have nothing in the budget to 
keep up our streets except for crack filing.  We need to preserve our streets.  Ald. Moede expressed that 
everybody that owns a car will have to pay.  He is in favor of the tax.  Ald. Hoy expressed her support for 
the wheel tax.  She explained that the tax won’t go into effect until April because of the DOT deadlines 
and that all the money from the tax will be coming into the city monthly.  Ald. Nitschke and Ald. Voss 
both expressed that they were in favor of the wheel tax.  The Mayor expressed that we need to find other 
ways to come up with money.  He feels the way to cure the tax is to not start the tax.  He feels this tax is 
the easy way out.  He expressed that he will veto the wheel tax if it’s passed. 
 
There was a discussion as to the concern that there is not money budgeted for next year for 100% of the 
comptroller/treasurer salary and benefits which will cut into our surplus that we currently have.  Ald. 
Smith also brought up the concern with the TIF error that was discovered and how this could also affect 
next year.  Don Rahn explained some ways possible ways this could affect the 2010 budget. 
 
Motion by Ald. Smith, second by Ald. Voss to amend the 2009 budget in the amount of $17,355 to return 
the comptroller/treasurer salary/benefits back to 100%.  Kathie noted that this amount did not include any 
health insurance because Shelley did not take the health insurance.  Motion carried 4-2 with Ald. Pasbrig, 
and Ald. Nitschke voting nay. 
 
Motion by Ald Smith, second by Ald. Moede to amend the 2009 budget to include the outdoor pool in the 
budget for $27,848.  Ald. Moede expressed that there are ways to cut costs and that we need to market the 
outdoor pool better.  Ald. Hoy expressed her concern that we only take in revenues of $4,000-$6,000 a 
year.  Ald. Pasbrig expressed that we don’t have any money in our rainy day fund.  The $188,000 that is 



our projected surplus for next year is going down and down when we add things back into the budget.  
The TAG Center was given to the city and at that time the council knew that it was not going to be able to 
support itself.  The Mayor expressed that Mike Kurutz did not take the outdoor pool out of the budget; he 
did.  He doesn’t want the outdoor pool closed permanently.  However a past council did make a promise 
to subsidize the Tag Center with tax dollar money.  They need to reevaluate how the TAG Center and the 
outdoor pool can work together.  By closing the outdoor pool for next year this will give the council some 
time to evaluate the situation.   Motion was tie 3-3 with Ald. Hoy, Ald. Pasbrig and Ald. Nitschke voting 
nay.  The Mayor broke the tie by voting nay. 
 
Motion by Ald. Smith, second by Ald. Pasbrig to amend the 2009 budget to extend the 3% non-union 
increases to include part-time employees to either the greater of the minimum wage requirement or the 
3% increase.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Motion by Ald. Pasbrig, second by Ald. Nitschke to approve Resolution 4269-2008 Resolution to 
Approve the 2009 City Budget and Set the 2008 Tax Mill Rate for the City of Mayville.  Don Rahn noted 
that after the approved changes our fund surplus fund balance would now be $171,578.  Motion carried 4-
2 with Ald. Voss, and Ald. Smith voting nay.   
  
Adjournment. 

Motion by Ald. Smith, second by Ald. Moede to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Kathie Wild 
City Clerk 
 


